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The Free North Campaign is a socialist, republican 

campaign group that calls for ever-greater autonomy and 

self-government for the North of England. We do not 

support any single political party but stand in solidarity 

with progressive independence and regionalist movements 

around the world. We believe in the radical devolution of 

political and economic power away from the London-

centric elites to local communities and municipalities. 
 

 
SOLIDARITY WITH CATALONIA! 
The Free North Campaign sends its support and solidarity to the people of Catalonia in their 

historic struggle for freedom and independence from the Spanish state. Irrespective of whether the 

October 1st referendum was legal or not (in the eyes of the Spanish government and courts), the 

violent response of the Madrid government must be condemned as a criminal act. The European 

Union must also be condemned for its predictably inadequate response to the oppressive Francoist 

tactics of the Rajoy government and the national police force. The EU has demonstrated that its 

main concern is protecting the interest of Europe’s ruling elite, rather than defending the citizens 

of Europe. 

During the Scottish referendum, the British establishment used a combination of fear and 

insincere sycophancy to encourage Scots to vote No. In contrast, the Spanish state broke bones, 

smashed heads open, stole ballot boxes and closed polling stations. Anyone who was undecided 

about Catalan independence before the referendum can surely no longer be ambivalent about the 

issue now. 
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Continued… 

Catalan Nationalism contains liberal, conservative and left-wing shades of opinion. Our political 

sympathies naturally lie with those on the left; in the Catalan Parliament this is represented by the 

Republican Left of Catalonia and the anti-capitalist Popular Unity Candidacy. Fundamentally any 

region which seeks to separate itself from a repressive and reactionary state deserves the support of 

progressives. Independence alone will not inevitably lead to social and economic justice, but it can 

significantly speed up the pace of radical change and deal a decisive blow to the ruling class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Free North Campaign welcomes all supporters who broadly 

agree with our principles. Email us at: freenorth@hotmail.co.uk and 

follow the twitter account @Free_North. 

For a ‘Council of the North’ 
Political leaders from Leeds, Merseyside, 

Manchester Newcastle and West Yorkshire 

met recently to discuss forming a body to 

speak on behalf of Northern interests. 

Andy Burnham, the metro mayor of Greater 

Manchester said: “If the North is to get the 

investment it has been promised, and fulfil 

its vast potential, we must come together, 

work together, and speak with one voice. 

“Today’s meeting was an important step 

towards achieving that. The North of 

England is getting organised and can no 

longer be ignored.” 

Steve Rotheram, the metro mayor of the 

Liverpool City Region, said: “The UK is 

simply too London-centric and we need to 

be inventive and determined if we are going 

to off-set its disproportionate influence and 

share of national resources.” 

The Nature of the Beast 

Supporters of the Free North Campaign 

recently attended a screening of a new 

crowdfunded documentary about Labour 

MP, ex-miner, diehard socialist and 

legendary Northerner Dennis Skinner. The 

FNC encourages everyone to try and see 

the film which is a fitting tribute to a great 

Yorkshireman and one of the last big 

beasts of working-class politics in Britain. 

Thatcher ‘knowingly awarded knighthood to nonce MP’ 
It has been widely reported that Margaret Thatcher awarded a knighthood to the former Liberal 

MP and prolific child abuser Cyril Smith, despite being aware of the allegations against him. 

Investigators told an enquiry that the honour allowed him to maintain his ties to children’s 

organisations and continue to exploit his victims. Meanwhile there has been a chronic failure by 

local authorities to tackle the grooming of young girls, while the Catholic Church, English 

football and the entertainment industry have all been rocked by their own scandals, yet few 

perpetrators are seemingly ever brought to justice. Clearly many people in positions of power 

and authority have failed to treat child protection seriously. It is the responsibility of us all to 

ensure the pressure for accountability continues and the issue is not allowed to be forgotten. 


