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A Parliament For The North 

It is unsurprising that politicians are some of the most hated people in Britain. Aside from being seen as 

habitual liars and opportunists, they lead lives that are far removed from the people they are supposed to 

represent. In an age of austerity, when we’re all being told to tighten our belts and expect to pay more for 

less, MPs vote themselves pay rises, enjoy heavily subsidised meals, claim millions in expenses, and – we 

now learn – are having their private gym upgraded at a cost of £250,000 to the taxpayer. The political 

class in Britain has enjoyed taxpayer-funded privilege and excess for too long; the Westminster bubble 

needs to be popped! 

The Hannah Mitchell Foundation has been promoting the idea of “a fair and prosperous North of England 

through devolution to local and regional government”. The Free North Campaign supports any 

progressive organisation that seeks to win support for greater regional autonomy for the North. 

Obviously our agenda is even more radical – we call for an independent, self-governing Northern 

Republic. By breaking free from Westminster, it would be much easier for us to ensure that the people we 

elect to political office do not become a privileged elite. Ways in which this can be achieved include: 

• Paying no MP more than the average worker’s salary in the North. 

• Capping expenses and ending subsidised food and drink. 

• Relocating the Northern Parliament each parliamentary term to promote inclusive and 

accessible politics. 

• Expanding the use of referendums and devolve decision-making about all local issues to 

local government. 

• Introducing proportional representation so that a Northern Parliament is more 

representative of the electorate. 

• Establish a unicameral parliament, no upper house with Lords being paid £300 a day just 

for turning up. 

                                                                                                                                              Continued overleaf... 
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For some people, the idea of leaving the United Kingdom is a step too far. We ask those people to stay 

open-minded about the idea. Northern independence makes sense on many levels, meanwhile the United 

Kingdom (which is a state, not a nation) is an increasingly irrelevant idea in the 21st century. 

Independence would allow the North to be politically and economically self-sufficient, no longer at the 

mercy of Westminster and the City of London. Voters in an independent North would almost certainly 

never elect a Tory government, and proportional representation would mean greater relevance for 

minority parties. People would still be free to call themselves British if they really wanted to. The most 

important thing is that the North would be able to stand up for itself and implement its own political and 

economic agenda based on Northern values of fairness, solidarity and common sense. 

 

The Monarchy Needs To Go 

There can't be many people who think the decision to award the Queen a 22% above-inflation pay-rise is, 

in any way, justifiable. The move is an insult to everyone being hit hard by the government's austerity 

measures and highlights how out-of-touch the unelected Head of State is. In 2010, it was revealed that 

the Queen had applied to a poverty fund to help heat Buckingham Palace, again demonstrating the Royal 

Family's indifference to the problems faced by people on low incomes. 

The idea of abolishing the monarchy is no longer a radical idea, it is common sense. The Free North 

Campaign is solidly republican. We seek to liberate Northern England from Westminster rule and build a 

new, more inclusive and accountable democracy; that inevitably means completely rejecting the role of 

the hereditary monarchy in our society. 

Small nations, such as the Republic of Ireland, have a directly elected president who performs a largely 

ceremonial role but also protects the country's constitution. Paraguay's president, José Mujica, is a 

former left-wing guerilla and donates 90% of his salary to charity, exactly the sort of example the Head of 

State should be setting in tough economic times. Indeed, a real president of the people, along with all 

elected representatives, should be paid the average wage of those they represent. An independent 

Northern Republic would not be a utopia, but it would a much more equal and democratic society made 

up of citizens, not subjects. 

New Year Message From The FNC 
The Free North Campaign wishes all of our comrades and supporters a very 

happy and healthy New Year. We also extend solidarity greetings to like-minded 

progressive and socialist organisations around the world that fight for regional 

autonomy, devolution or full independence. In particular, we renew our support 

for those campaigning for a Yes vote in the referendum on Scottish 

independence in September. 

The first task of the FNC is to get people thinking and talking about the idea of 

Northern independence. We believe an independent Northern Republic is a 

radical but common sense alternative to the status quo in which the Westmister-based political class 

inflicts its neo-liberal agenda on the North of England. Of course, we acknowledge that other parts of 

England are also under attack, but we believe sincerely that the chances of an effective fightback based 

on solidly left-wing principles is much stronger in the North than in England generally. It makes sense to 

focus our attention where it is likely to be most effective, even if it is still a long shot (all great history-

making ideas start out that way). 

Currently we are not a membership-based organisation. Anybody who supports the mission statement of 

the campaign is a partisan of the FNC. We call on our supporters to make it their New Year's resolution 

to increase their efforts in spreading the word about the concept of Northern independence and a 

Northern Republic based on social justice, equality and direct democracy. 

Website: freenorthcampaign.wordpress.com 

Twitter: twitter.com/Free_North 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/FreeNorthCampaign 


